LETTER  IIL
TO THE NOBILITY AND GENTRY OF THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND.
HAVING already written two letters to people of my own level, and condition ; and having now very pressing occasion for writing a third; I thought I could not more properly address it than to your lordships and worships. The occasion is this. A printed paper was sent to me on the 18th instant, entitled, "A Report of the Committee of the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy-Council in England, relating to Mr. Wood's Halfpence and Farthings." 1 There is no mention made where the paper was printed, but I suppose it to have been in Dublin; and I have been told that the copy did not come over in the Gazette, but in the London Journal, or some other print of no authority or consequence; and for anything that legally appears to the contrary, it may be a contrivance to fright us, or a project of some printer, who hath a mind to make a penny by publishing something upon a subject, which now employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. Wood in publishing this paper would insinuate to the world, as if the Committee had a greater concern for his credit and private
1 The full text of this report is prefixed to this third letter of the Drapier. The report was published in the " London Journal" about the middle of August of 1724. Neither the " Gazette " nor any other ministerial organ printed it, which evidently gave Swift his cue to attack it in the merciless manner he did. Monck Mason thought it ft not improbable that the minister [Walpole] adopted this method of communication, because it served his own purpose; he dared not to stake his credit upon such a document, which, in its published form, contains some gross mis-statements " (" History of St. Patrick's Cathedral," notey on p. 336). [T. S.]
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